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o n eI n t r o d u c t i o n

1.1 Purpose

This study was made possible by the Community Design Center of
Pittsburgh, the South Side Slopes Neighborhood Association, and the South
Side Local Development Company.  The purpose of this study was to
create a new vision for South Side Park. Covering an area of 64.8 acres,
the park’s presence in the neighborhood is immense, yet understated.
The park is currently disconnected from its surrounding neighborhoods,
and has been all but abandoned.  Yet it is a space with as much character
as any of the other parks in Pittsburgh, with assets that should make it a
draw to the entire city.

Regionally, South Side Park is a valuable amenity that has the potential to
be a major draw to the community.  Its scale and varying activities make it
an asset that could encourage existing families to stay, as well as draw
new ones.  Locally, the park has the potential to act as a link between the
Slopes and the South Side Flats, and communities such as Arlington.
The existing trails, used for walking and biking, can potentially be linked to
the Riverfront Park and Trail, thus connecting the park and its users to a
larger system.

Revitalization starts locally by transforming this large space into a draw.
The effect can potentially ripple into the surrounding neighborhoods,
effecting development and revitalization efforts already under way.

1.2 Project Funding

Klavon Design Associates, Inc. (KDA) was hired in August of 2003 by The
South Side Local Development Company (SSLDC) and the South Side
Slopes Neighborhood Association (SSSNA) to complete a planning study
of the South Side Park.  The two non-profit community organizations re-
ceived a $10,000 grant in 2003 from the Community Design Center of
Pittsburgh, another non-profit organization devoted to improving the qual-
ity of design in Pittsburgh’s neighborhoods.

1.3 Process

Public participation is a key component and an integral part of the master
planning process. As part of the design process, the following meetings
were included: a kick-off meeting,  three  steering committee meetings,
one presentation to the Arlington Civic Council,  and two community
meetings.

The first meeting with both the Steering Committee and Community was
focused on learning about their needs and wants.  KDA brought boards
with key issues or topics identified on each.  The key topics were:
Connectivity, Development, Beautification, Recreation, Preservation and
Maintenance.  These boards were used to generate ideas, to initiate
discussion and to keep the meeting focused.  Workshop attendees were
asked to express their concerns and support with regards to each of the
topics.  The KDA team paraphrased the comments and attached the
comments to the appropriate topic board.

After the discussion period, the participants were asked  to help prioritize
their comments.  Each attendee was provided with three colored dots:
red, yellow and blue.  They were asked to select their first, second and
third priority for the site.  By the end of the meeting, the priorities were
recorded and announced (see Appendix:  Meeting Minutes).  The goal of
the meeting was to build consensus among the participants and for them
to be active participants in the master planning process.  Community
comments are vital to the development of the project.

At the second meeting, the team showed a slide presentation outlining
collected information about the park, an analysis of “Assets and Liabiltiies”
of the existing park , precedents (ideas applicable from other projects),
and conceptual design alternatives.  Three conceptual design alternatives
were shown, each representing a different strategy for the potential use of
space.  The first option, “Unprogrammed” transformed  the space by
altering currently structured, designated spaces into areas for multi-use
activities.  The secon option, “Programmed” includes the construction of
several amenities with specific uses.  The third option, “Historic Roots”
takes cues from past uses to determine space usage possibilities.  Once
again, the attendees were asked to respond to the material presented
and to comment on each of the concept plans for further development.
During this meeting it was decided that instead of looking at the plans as
three distinct ideas, they could actually be looked at as a progression of
phases of development.

At the third and final meeting, KDA  presented the three concpetual design
alternative plans, revised per the comments from the previous meetings.
Comments from all of the meetings are integrated into this final book.

1.4 Members

South Side Park Planning Task Force Members:

Michelle Aul, South Side Resident, Citiparks
Bev Bagosi, South Side Slopes Neighborhood Association
Joe Balaban, Soth Side Slopes Neighborhood Association
Michele Balcer, Arlington Civic Council
Janice Crum, South Side Slopes Neighborhood Association
Bob Gradeck, South Side Local Development Company
Kevin Hanley, South Side Local Development Company
Alexandra Laporte, South Side Local Development Company
Mary Lou Simon, South Side Local Development Company
John Werling, Arlington Civic Council
Jason Vrabel, South Side Resident, Community Design Center of Pittsburgh
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t w oB a c k g r o u n d  D a t a  -  R e g i o n a l  C o n t e x t

2.1       Regional Context

Pittsburgh is located at the meeting point of the Ohio, along the
Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers.  The project site is located on the
southern side of the Monongahela River on a piece of land sandwiched
between St. Patrick Street (on the slopes), and the South Side Flats starting
at 21st Street. The park is within twenty miles of the Pittsburgh International
Airport, Interstates 79, 76, and 279.

The City of Pittsburgh has several city parks that are maintained, highly
used and are major draws for the communities.  It is clear from this map,
however, that the South Side lacks a city park.
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B a c k g r o u n d  D a t a  -  N e i g h b o r h o o d  C o n t e x t

2.2         Neighborhood Context

Given the lack of a city park on the South Side, South Side Park has the
potential to be a major resource to several neighborhoods.  Its northern
edge fronts on the South Side Flats.  Its southern edge abuts Arlington,
and the park is largely surrounded (on its east and west sides) by the
South Side Slopes.  Although these are the adjoining neighborhoods, there
are several other neighborhoods in proximity (see map), for whom the
park would be a major asset.

t w o
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SOUTH SIDE
SLOPES

t w oB a c k g r o u n d  D a t a  -  C o n t r a c t  L i m i t s

2.3      Contract Limits

The contract limits for the study area for this project are shown on the
adjacent map. The parks’s southern and eastern edges are a zig-zag
caused by the collision of the street grid and property boundaries associ-
ated with the steep drop in topography that happens at the park’s edge.
The western edge is defined by 18th Street, which follows another topo-
graphical drop.  The northern edge, begins with “the flats” along Josephine
Street.

Almost completely surrounded by residential neighborhoods, the park could
be a major draw to residents.  It is obvious that a new safe park would be
welcomed.  There are currently two softball fields on the park’s edges, as
well as a fairly new playground by the existing football field.  Other than the
amenities that the park currently offers, there are few play and outdoor
spaces associated with either the slopes or the flats.

                                                                           ARLINGTON

                                                                                                                FLATS

                                           PLAYGROUND

                                                     FOOTBALL
                                                       FIELD

                                                                           SOFTBALL
                                                                             FIELD

                 SOFTBALL
                     FIELD

                                                 RAILROAD
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E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s

3.1 Introduction

The existing conditions map is created through data collection and site
observation. Understanding the existing conditions is the basis for
beginning the design process. The design process is intended to present
questions, and hopefully come up with some responses to issues
identified through this observation process.

The elements that were analyzed for this project are all those that are
considered essential to the way residents use, and desire to use the
park.  The following items were investigated and are shown on the following
maps:  Entrances, Pedestrian Circulation, Grassy Areas, Play Areas,
Wooded Areas, Views, and Water.

t h r e e

 EXISTING CONDITIONS MAP
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E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s  - E n t r a n c e s

3.2 Entrances

t h r e e
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It is important to get a sense of pedestrian movement in the park to
understand how people want to access these spaces, and to determine
if there might be more convenient ways of entering the park.  Major
entrances are those that consistently get the heaviest usage.  In the case
of South Side Park, these usage patterns seem to be associated with
scale.  Major entrances, by and large, allow for vehicular entrance and
parking, or are designated by a more formal element, such as a stone
pier.

Minor entrances are less formal, and more on a pedestrian scale, perhaps
a narrow set of stairs, or even a trampled path through brush.

There are five major, and three minor “official” pedestrian entrances to
the park.  Four of the major gateways are obvious: the 21st Street
corridor, 18th Street, St. Patrick Street, and through the parking lot at the
Arlington Ball Field.  The fifth entrance, where 21st Street intersects with
East Carson Street, is less obvious, but is considered to be essential to
the success of the park.  It is also the one entrance that is the most
neglected.  It seems that very few residents are even aware of the
park’s presence.  Creating a connection to East Carson Street
pedestrian and vehicular traffic flow is crucial, and will help to make the
park visible to the city.
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3.3 Pedestrian Circulation

Associated with the entrances,  the current paths of movement through the park
were analyzed.  It seems that there is a hierarchy of passages, occurring at two
different scales.  The largest flow of people use the park simply as a connection
from the slopes to the flats (represented by the larger blue arrow).  For those
people, the park does not act as a filter or a destination, but more as a funnel.

Secondary movement through the park happens at a much slower rate, on a more
individual scale.  The pathway system through the woods associated with the
slopes also contains some movement, although only partially for activities that are
supported by the community as a whole.  There are numerous footpaths (represented
by the smaller blue arrows along the eastern side of the park) as part of an extensive
system of “nature paths”,  that  lead to an overlook with an incredible view of the
city.  However, to residents  this is known as “the plateau”, and it is used for
numerous illicit activities - teenage partying, bonfires, and car burnings.

E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s - P e d e s t r i a n  P a t h w a y s t h r e e
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3.4  Grassy Areas

There are numerous grassy, or open areas associated with the park and
adjacent to it.  From the mowed grass of the football field, to the unkept
overlook up in the woods, these are places that are open to the sky, and
potentially to more unobstructed, unprogrammed movement.

E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s  - G r a s s y  A r e a s t h r e e
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E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s  - P l a y  A r e a s

3.5 Play Areas

Play areas are spaces that are specifically designated for organized play
activities.  These include the football field, the playground along the western
edge of the park, and  the softball diamonds along Arlington and behind
the pumping station.

t h r e e
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3.6 Wooded Areas

An analysis of aerial photos of the park reveals the dense coverage of
woods in the park.  The park consists of numerous species of shade and
understory trees (a full landscape survey still needs to be done).  From
walking the edges of the park, or even along the major path from the flats
to St. Patrick Street, it is hard to tell that South Side Park contains such a
valuable resource.

E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s  - W o o d e d  A r e a s t h r e e
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3.7 Views

South Side Park is replete with fantastic views of the city.  Several spots,
like the top of the curving stairs on the lower half of the park (view 1), the
plateau (view 2), and especially from the top of Sterling Street (view  3 -
also see p. 22) have panoramic views over the flats to downtown.  Behind
the pumping station there is a plinth that has a wonderful view over the
flats (view 4).  Unfortunately,  the current layout of the park does not em-
phasize these views.  Any new design should take advantage of these
valuable assets, make them more accessible, thereby drawing people to
the space.

There are also beneficial views into the park from its edges - extremely
important for security purposes.  The western-most-point of the park, on
St. Patrick Street (view 5), and then just east along 18th Street (view 6)
have clear views over the ballfield and children’s playground.  The skating
rink and its parking lot are within sight of the stairs on the western end of
the Mission Street Bridge (view 7).  If one manages to look past all the
cars, it is possible to catch a glimpse into the park from 21st Street (view
8).  These views should be encouraged and emphasized in order to help
overcome the feeling of isolation that currently prevents the space from
becoming an attractive place for community use.

E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s  - V i e w s
t h r e e
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3.8 Water

One of the major issues in the park is the problematic drainage that occurs
in several spots on the lower level.  An analysis of the topography of the
entire area helps to explain why.  The grounds are actually the collector
for a watershed that extends far outside of the physical boundaries of the
park. There is a tremendous amount of water running down the surrounding
hillside that concentrates and gets funneled right through the center of the
park as it runs toward the river.  Any new design  will need to take water
management into account.

E x i s t i n g  C o n d i t i o n s  - W a t e r
t h r e e
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V i s u a l  C h a r a c t e r  - D r a i n a g e & M a i n t e n a n c e

4.1 Drainage and Maintenance

There are numerous spots throughout the park that make
the issues with water management extremely important.
The football field on the lower level of the park seems to
be consistently soggy (image 1).  The water pouring down
the hillside, even on a day when it was clear and dry
(image 2), is indicative of the role that this piece of land
plays in the movement of water through the neighborhood.

The park has been largely neglected in recent years.  The
facilities and structures that do currently exist in the park
have been allowed to decline into a state of disrepair
(image 3).  The lack of “public eyes” (internal or adjacent
human occupancy, which provides a constant level of
security) on the park has also allowed it to become a
dumping ground of sorts.  It is not unheard of to find burned
out cars and bags of garbage in numerous spots
throughout the park (image 4).

2
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2.

f o u r
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V i s u a l  C h a r a c t e r  - L a c k  o f  C o n n e c t i o n

5.

6. 8.

5

7

6

4.2 Lack of Connection

One of the major obstacles to the park’s success is the
lack of connection that it has to its surrounding
communities.  Visually it is cut off from East Carson Street
by the elevated railroad tracks and mass of parking on
21st street.  There is no indication to the general public
that anything of interest lies beyond.  The connection from
the Arlington neighborhood is unofficial, and forced by those
trying to find their way to the Arlington ballfield, and the
nature paths (image 7).  In order to access the park from
the neighborhood cradled along its edge to the west, there
are two entrances.  The first is paved, and contains
neglected stone piers that indicate that this space was
once of some importance (image 6).  The other  is a set of
steps that don’t seem to lead to anywhere appealing, and
that have a handrail that is completely unanchored at its
top, making it unsteady and dangerous (image 8).  There
are no connections along Sterling Street.    The stairs
connecting the slopes to the flats, as they are currently
designed, act as a boundary and do not allow for any lateral,
East/West movement into the park (p. 19, image 10).

7.

8

f o u r
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V i s u a l  C h a r a c t e r  - To p o g r a p h y

9

10

9.

10.

4.3 Topography

The topographical difference between the slopes and the
flats makes negotiating between the two halves of the park
seem rather daunting.  Along the network of paths, the
movement of water has cut clefts in the rock that make
walking the paths difficult in places (image 9).  The
necessity to negotiate this terrain created an impressive
run of steps along the eastern edge of the park on Sterling
Street (image 10).  Neighborhood residents have stated
that these steps are used for exercise - an activity that
could easily be transferred inside the park’s boundaries.

f o u r
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V i s u a l  C h a r a c t e r  - I s o l a t i o n

4.4 Isolation

One of the largest obstacles to overcome in order to make
South Side Park a successful space is the sense of
isolation (image 11).  The entire park, for many members
of the community, engenders a feeling of danger unless
in the direct presence of larger numbers of people.  The
sense of danger presents an obstacle to the goal of
attracting new residents.  It should therefore be one of
the goals of this project to change this perception.  Yet, it
is important to remember that there is a difference
between isolation and solitude, and the design should not
have the goal of eliminating spaces for personal occupation
and reflection, but rather making these spaces safer.

11

11.

f o u r
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11

11.

V i s u a l  C h a r a c t e r  - E c o l o g y

4.5 Ecology

The limited pedestrian use of South Side Park, and
resulting lack of maintenance has interestingly enough
allowed the park to become a site of ecological diversity
and interest - an asset that is a positive aspect of the park
to some residents.  The park as a whole has a large number
of old and new growth tree species, pioneer shrubs and
wildflowers.  A delicate balance will need to be struck in
order to encourage use, while maintaining the ecosystems
that have become established, yet are potentially fairly
fragile.

f o u r
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V i s u a l  C h a r a c t e r  - V i e w s

12

12.

4.6 Views

f o u r

The major assets of the park are the views of the rest of the city (pg.13
see “views map”).  Visitors to the city of Pittsburgh travel to Mount
Washington to catch glimpses of downtown, yet the panorama available
to the residents of the neighborhoods around South Side Park is equally
spectacular.
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V i s u a l  C h a r a c t e r  - F a c i l i t i e s

14

15

14.

15.

4.7 Facilities

South Side residents are lucky that their park already
contains several facilities that make it a draw to
community members and city residents.  The skating rink
used to be heavily used, although its been closed for a
couple of years.  There are several ballfields that make it
possible for sports organizations to thrive on the South
Side (pg.11 see “play areas”).  A football field, two softball
fields (image 14), basketball courts, and a playground
(image 15) already exist on the site.  It is necessary that
their locations, and perhaps even existence be considered
as part of the design solution.  Could their relocation to
other places within the park potentially offer greater safety
in more deserted areas?  Do these spaces encourage
enough activity to warrant their presence above other
potential uses?

f o u r

13

13.
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16

17

16.

17.

4.8 Trails

Further enriching the use of possibilities of South Side
Park are the hierarchy of pedestrian pathways that cross
the site.  While larger, vehicular scale roads, and grand
stairways occupy the lower portion of the park, there is
an extensive network of narrow trails that navigate the
wooded area above (images 16 and 17).  Currently used
for both hiking and biking, they are extremely beautiful,
and allow for more private, personal occupation of the
park.

f o u r
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18
19

18.

19.

4.9 Landforms

While the views out to the rest of the city are spectacular,
the views within the park are exceptional as well.  Due to
water movement, past uses, and perhaps past design
implementations, there are  landforms that are both
dramatic and subtle (Image 18), grand and unimposing
(image 19).  The landscape of this park in particular is
extremely varied, which makes the experiences quite
unique and remarkable (see pg.19 “topography”).

f o u r
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20

21

20.

21.

4.10 History

It is clear that South Side Park has a rich history embedded
within its boundaries.  Numerous stone walls (image 21),
structures (image 20), remnants of staircases and
foundations indicate that this site had, perhaps, several
other lives prior to its current existence.  This history can
be revealed by the design for the park.

f o u r
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5.0 History

5.1 1872 Map

5.2 1876 Map

5.3 1886 Map

5.4 1916 Map

H i s t o r y f i v e
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5.1 1872 History Map

The history of the site that is now South Side Park is extremely varied,
and is a record of the industrial history of Pittsburgh.  This 1872
Sanborn Map reveals several past uses and features of the site:

• A stream along Quarry Road which ran straight through the
current sight (blue).

• Keeling & Co. was on site with a railroad leading to a pit mouth
on the southern edge of the site, an incline (orange).

• Baddey Brothers coke ovens at the base of the Keeling & Co.
incline (orange).

f i v e
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5.2 1876 History Map

By 1876:

•  the stream had been interrupted (blue).

• the coke ovens disappeared.

f i v e
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5.3 1886 History Map

By 1886:

• the stream was completely gone, as  was the incline.

• A  brand new neighborhood was established along the eastern
side of the site (red).  Whether all of these streets were ever built,
or whether some of the streets are  simply “paper streets”, is
unknown, however, there are pieces of this neighborhood that are
in existence today.

f i v e
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5.4 1916 History Map

By 1916:

• an extensive zone of development (both housing and busi-
nesses) was established between 18th Street (or Plank) and
Quarry Street (purple).

• Sankey Brothers Brick Yard had been established to the east of
Quarry Street (orange).

• The Pumping Station had been built (purple).

• A new incline ran up the eastern edge of the site (red).

• Mission Street now needed bridges to cross the site (blue).

f i v e
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6.0 Conceptual Design

6.1 Guiding Design Principles

6.2 Design Concept Diagrams

6.3 Concept A - Unprogrammed Space

6.4 Concept B - Programmed Space

6.5 Concept C - Historic Roots

6.6 Design Recommendations

6.7 Potential Funding Sources
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G u i d i n g  D e s i g n  P r i n c i p a l s

6.1 Guiding Design Principles

• Provide historic connections
The park has a rich history which can be evoked in many ways
through the design.

• Ensure sustainable design
Minimize the destruction of existing ecosystems.  Manage
stormwater on site.  Use sustainable materials.

• Create educational opportunities
There are opportunities to learn about history, ecology, botany,
etc.

• Create a maintenance plan
The park could be significantly improved simply through
maintenance efforts.  If a design were to be implemented, it is
maintenance that would prevent its failure.

• Introduce public art
Art could draw users who ordinarily would not occupy the space.

• Create artful lighting
Light can make the space less intimidating and if done well could
attract users at times that are currently awkward.

• Maintain simple design concepts
South Side Park is rich as it is - there is no need to clutter it up.

• Create a neighborhood attraction
Make this a place that encourages multiple and overlapping uses,
so it can be used by more than one group at once.

s i x

• Maintain balance between organized and unprogrammed
space
Programmed space allows for specific atletic uses, while
unprogrammed space keeps the park flexible.

• Take advantage of the views
The views are a major asset of the park and should be a huge
draw.

• Connect the “flats” with the “slopes”
Currently, South Side Park acts as a divider when it could and
should act as a connector.

• Provide a gateway from 21st Street to East Carson
Given the number of people who travel along East Carson Street
who are unaware of the parks presence, it is important to announce
the parks presence, and connect it to the street.

• Define, enhance and mark entrances
While the current scales of entrances are large, their actual physical
presence is minimal.  None of the entrances encourage entry into
the park.

• Provide signage markers throughout the park
Visually, the actual scale of the park is deceptive.  Residents used
to one section of the park or another are sometimes unaware of
the opportunities available in other parts.  The trails seem “unofficial”
and should be mapped in order to foster a sense of comfort with
their use.
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6.2 Design Concept Diagrams

C. Traverse Neighborhood Boundaries

There are three infrastructural “boundaries” associated with the park edges,
the crossing of which should be facilitated by the design.  The stairs on the
eastern edge of the project are not currently penetrable largely due to topography
(1).  (2) The railroad tracks and industrial zone at the 21st street entrance
disconnect the park from the flats.  The topographical drop, as well as the width
and curve of 18th street causes the road to act as a boundary to the park (3).

B. Maintain Internal Park Separation

The topographical change between the two halves of the site creates a bound-
ary within the park.  In discussions with neighborhood residents, there were
some people associated with the flats that didn’t know of the network of paths
above (green).  There were those in the slopes that were unaware of the
ballfields and playground associated with the lower area (yellow).  In design
terms, though, one option is to maintain this separation of activities as two
distinct zones.

A. Blur Internal Park Separation

Find a way to blend the two zones, and types of activities.  By blending the two,
users might be encouraged to venture farther than their associated topographi-
cal zone into new areas of the park, thus activating the entire space.

As part of this design process, there were several boundaries, largely due
to topography, that needed to be considered.  The outside edges of the
park are far from welcoming, and do not allow for easy access.  Within
the park as well, there is a topographical and use seperation between the
two halves (upper and lower).

Three designs were developed for South Side Park.  The progression of
designs would actually allow the decisions made about these boundaries
to happen at a natural pace, and the community need only take the
concepts as far as they want.

s i x
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6.3 Concept A - “Unprogrammed Space”

The first concept, considered “unprogrammed” was an attempt to blur
the boundary between the two activity zones.  The spaces that are currently
existing were softened, and changed from rigid use definitions to more
flexible spaces that could be used for a variety of activities, including sports.

This rendering of the design assumes the removal of the skating rink
(although it would be possible to keep at least the oldest part of the building),
and opening up that space as a great lawn, perhaps.  The playground is
moved from its current location closer to existing activity spaces, and the
existing ball fields are thus turned into “play zones”.

Common, and important to all three schemes is the system of pathways.
The current  system is maintained through the wooded area, yet a second
system of constructed, elevated, accessible pathways is overlaid.
Connections are made in this way to the Sterling Street neighborhood,
and spots currently isolated by minimal access are opened up to a larger
percentage of the population.

A grove of trees brings the wooded area across to 18th Street.  This
provides  a green connection to the wooded area across the road and
beyond (perhaps to Mount Washington’s Emerald link).  Ecologically, the
blurring of the two zones enlarges the habitat  for the wildlife currently
existing in the woodland.  Socially, it provides an indicator to the community
to the west that the woods exist for their use as well.

South Side Park  is currently unknown to city residents.  One of the major
goals of the new design should be to announce the park to the surrounding
neighborhoods and to Pittsburgh.  Common to all three schemes, is an
allee of trees  planted along 18th Street.  By bringing the planting up onto
the street, the sidewalk becomes part of the park, as opposed to its
boundary, and thus makes the park seem more welcoming.

Similarly, parking along 21st Street is minimized and an allee of trees
creates a boulevard, giving hierarchy to the street.  This provides a visual
clue to those passing on East Carson Street that 21st Street leads to a
major, important destination.

s i x
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B.  Unprogrammed Field

In place of the current football field, a new field of a similar shape is
unmarked, and therefore open to many uses.  Perhaps benches around
the outside will allow for viewers when the space is used for sporting
events, but the lack of designation will allow for other active uses such as
football, soccer, frisbee, as well as more passive uses, such as picnicking
and sunbathing.

C.  “Play Zone”

By congregating several activities for children in one place, it allows
for “safety in numbers”.  It also allows for use by different age groups,
thereby making family visitations to the park more convenient and
less fractured.

s i x
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A.  Picnic Area

A grove of trees becomes the transition between the woods of the park,
the allee and the wooded area beyond 18th Street.  The space can be
used perhaps for picnicking, chess, and other social gatherings.
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6.4 Concept B - “Programmed Space”

The second option brings a little bit more structure to the park.  Perhaps
the football field becomes a more traditional sports field.  The great
lawn on the lower level now becomes the stage for an outdoor
amphitheater built into the hillside, that can be used for summer
concerts and “theater in the park”.  There aren’t many other opportunities
to do something on this scale anywhere else in the city.  By bringing in
a feature that can be programmed on a larger, city-wide scale, it draws
from a wider population.  It also allows for the possibility of holding
events that can generate profit and perhaps help with the maintenance
and construction of the park.

A new facility at the northern edge of the park, museum or art facility
connects to the playground and ballfield on the upper level, creating a
“zone of activity”  in a portion of the park that is currently neglected.
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A.  Amphitheater

Connecting to all neighborhoods, the soft, lawn amphitheater provides a
central gathering space for not only neighborhood residents, but city and
county residents who arrive to participate in organized acitivites.

B.  Multi-use Sports Field

Maintained as a multi-use sports field, perhaps it is left open for other uses.

C.  Activity Zone

A new structure has many uses for the community - community center,
reception hall, art museum, central sports center.  Its connection to the
sports field and play area above makes this area into a zone of activity.
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6.5 Concept C - “Historic Roots”

The third option takes cues from historic maps of the site.  It would be
possible to activate the western edge of the park with a new zone (in red)
of community approved multi-use structures.  Perhaps a new restaurant
(similar to Tavern on the Green, in Central Park) is built.

21st Street (what was once Quarry Road) could once again cut through
the park, and reconnect to 18th Street.  Increased activity, and passage
(even if vehicular) through the park increases  safety and therefore usage.
The more logical layout improves vehicular movement in the area, and
provides for another convenient connection between the Flats, Slopes,
and Arlington.

Another playground is constructed near the sports field, as increased use
creates more demand for play spaces.  Perhaps the playgrounds are
“themes”, thereby eliminating redundancy of play equipment, and more
importantly, encouraging the intermingling of neighborhood residents.

This new development would dramatically change the nature of the lower
half of the park by extending the city fabric into the city boundaries.  On
one hand by bringing more diverse and full-time occupants into the park,
they become “eyes on the park”, and provide increased safety for the park
users.  On the other hand, by developing this edge of the park, some of
the sense of solitude and “escape” currently provided would be lost.
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A.  Restaurant and multi-use structures

A new restaurant is constructed along the rebuilt Quarry Road.  Perhaps
a timeline runs along Quarry Road as well, displaying the history of the
site, and its importance to Pittsburgh’s history.  New multi-use structures
provide eyes on the park, and activate the lower level of the park.

18TH STREET

B.  New Playground

A new playground provides more play space for neighborhood children.

C.  New Connection of 21st Street (Quarry)  to 18th Street

The re-establishment of Quarry Street brings traffic from East Carson
Street through the area to 18th Street.  The elimination of the current hairpin
connection on St. Patrick Street allows for a  much safer access to the
flats for slope residents who use this route.
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6.6 Design Recommendations

• Trails
- Identify trails on the city and county maps.
- Provide signage at all major entrances, mile markers, and
   important  historic or natural features.
- Provide various trail types to meet  the various age groups and
  skills of users; i.e.) natural rugged (as is) or improved with
  bituminous or limestone.

• GIS Mapping
Link all further studies and plans to GIS.

• Environmental Assessment
Past site uses  indicate that it would be important to study site
conditions to ensure that designs for, and management of the site
would incorporate potential remediation scenarios.

• Natural Resource Inventory
The lack of management in South Side Park has led to the evolution
of potentially fragile ecosystems that should be identified and
managed appropriately.

6.7 Potential Funding Sources

• The Heinz Endowment

• Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources

• Growing Green

• The Conservation Fund
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7.0 Appendix

A Meeting Minutes

B Press

C Correspondence
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A p p e n d i x  A  -  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s

South Side Park:  Community Meeting
South Side Local Development Company
9/30/03

Participants:

Michele Balcer – ACC
Mary Lou Simon – ACC
Jason Vrabel – CDCP
Bob Gradeck – SSLDC
Kevin Hanley – SSLDC
Bev Bagosi – SSSNA – President
Janice Crum – SSSNA
Michelle Aul – Citiparks (Lou Polito)
John Werling – Duquesne University I.E.T. Resident
Dina Klavon – KDA
Phil Lisotta – KDA
Maria Riley – KDA

· Partners in the Parks:  Volunteer arm of city services.  They did
assessments of the larger parks – South Side was one of those.

· There has been intense pressure to get the rink open.  But the greater
issue is of 64+ acres that have the potential to become trails.  They
should be the focal point.

· Focus area #1 (yellow) seems as if it were associated with the flats.
Area #2 (green) seems more associated with the hills.  Area #2 needs
to be cleaned up.  Don’t focus on development, but keep it green.

· Perhaps we should eliminate the terms “Focus” and “consider” and
instead use “active” and “passive”.

· We need more pedestrian access to area #2.
· Area #1 perhaps has the potential to become an income generator.
· Consider the yellow and red areas as one.
· Stay away from the word “Development” in the community meeting.  It

has traditionally had negative connotations to the residents of this
neighborhood.

· If the western entrance changes they can see adjacent pieces
changing.  But don’t say it’s development.  It doesn’t mean that they
are opposed to development, because it would be a void in the book if
they didn’t consider it.  Perhaps zoning changes are what’s required,
and will have similar effects.

· The 21st Street corridor is important, but not as important as the park
itself.  Don’t get caught up in that link.

· Signage is essential.  People don’t know that the park is there.
Connect the park to Carson Street.

· Arlington Rec. Center is not part of the park, yet it is a green space
immediately adjacent to it.

· Is the ballfield behind the pumphouse still being utilized?  Consult with
Bingham House – they organize sports outings.

· The football field in Area #1 is not large enough for football.  Mis-
measured.  Perhaps for ultimate Frisbee?

· Parking is a huge issue.
· Soccer?
· Upper Arlington field was developed in order to expand the field.  The

trails need to happen behind Arlington Park.  There used to be a camp
up there and the kids would set up tends down along the streams.

· All of the fields are used.  The 18th Street/ Pious/ Mission St/
Pumphouse field is used more for unorganized sports.

· The fields are being used by the neighbors, even on an individual basis.
· Field is moved, but not maintained.
· There is a LOT of dog-walking which is good, but  it needs to be

cleaned up!
· Bonfires occur up on the flats, but it’s mostly teenagers doing it

illegally.  Cars are burned up there as well.  Police don’t necessarily do
anything about it.

· Trails are heavily used by motorcycles and ATVs.  Local participation.
They are extremely loud.

· Perhaps we should have certain parts that are for walkers, certain parts
that are more accessible, and multigenerational.  Separate trails for
ATVs/bikes?  Similar to Frick Park.  Should there be a distinguished
trail?

· Years ago, the ice rink was central to safety.  Would draw people into
the park during the day.

· State Park – South Hills (McKinley)
· Tennis important.
· They did an official study of the ice rink to see whether it was worth

bringing it back up.  Don’t know what the results were.
· What about indoor soccer?
· The guess is that the rink study would say that it’s in pretty bad shape.

They have 4 compressors that allow for 1 indoor and 1 outdoor rink.
Bob Gradeck says that the “place was a dump” when he worked there
several years ago.  Kevin will look into the rink study.

· What about a farmer’s market?
· Indoor volleyball?
· There seems to be a huge group of people that want hockey.  Brighton

Heights is the only place that is open now.
· Artifacts had a vision for the building and entire grounds.  Community

center, creating art, workshops, educational programs, spread art
throughout the grounds.

· Volleyball can be housed in numerous places throughout the city.  There
are also lots of facilities for the arts.

· What about a sand volleyball court?
· How is the property deeded?
· John Murdock – Preservation Pittsburgh.  He was active to keep the

space designated as a park.
· Ed Jacob – Community Activist.  Has numerous papers/deeds/etc.

associated with the park.
· Maintenance and safety:  Weeds make it unsafe.  The park is used

mostly as a cut through during the day.  Minimally as exercise.  At night,
you don’t go home through there.

· There are no lights other than on the ballfield.
· Priority:  CLEAN IT UP!
· What makes it safe?  You’re surrounded by nothing when you’re in there.

Individual housing might make it safer.  Where the rink is, there is
potential for housing development.

· Along 18th Street – focus on that slope.  Connect the park to 18th Street.
Somehow, overcoming the grade change there would make the world of
difference to the lower flatland.

· Conservation/Preservation:  Natural springs.  Manage them so that they
can be a feature.\

· History of the park – It was a quarry.  There used to be an incline at
Henry Kaufmann in 1903.

· Intersection of Holt and Sterling is greenspace that is actually part of the
park.

· Path near Spring – make the springs a feature.
· Pumphouse has flat land.  Re-fence it so that you can use the

greenspace, but not access the building.
· People don’t realize it’s a park.  Advertise!  Create signs that show you

what’s there, “what you’re getting into”.
· Not safe during the day down below.  Up on fields is safer because

closer to the neighborhoods.
· No one uses the playground.
· The park is largely used as a place where the teenagers go to drink.
· Some trails are on the edge of cliffs.
· How will lighting effect the neighbors?
· What about cutting down trees?  Perhaps selective cutting…
· A park should have a certain amount of privacy and intimacy.  We don’t

want TOO many “eyes on the park”.
· People being seen as they enter the park increases the park.  If they

know that there are others that know they’re in there, they are less likely
to actually act inappropriately.

· This will mostly be a local user park, simply because of parking issues.

s e v e n
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· Frick Park – thousands of people care about it.
· Develop the trails, but  don’t make it into “Frick Park, but here”.
· Beautification:
· Deliberate plantings.  Organized plantings at certain areas.  Mowed,

open public space.
· There is an active slopes association.  There are residents of the

neighborhood who are willing to come out on short notice and clean/
beautify, etc.  Break up the tasks into pieces so that people can get a
mental grip on them and so that they can see the fruits of their labor.

· Fields of wildflowers – maintenance free.
· White Picket Fence Project:  To let kids  pick pumpkins.  Neighbors

maintained the space.
· We should look for partnerships outside of the immediate

neighborhood.  Who benefits from the revitalization of this park?
· The resources are all there.  The SSSNA plants more community

gardens every year.  Neighborhood association has already forged
relationships with outside organizations.

· Friends of the Riverfront:  Is there a way to make a connection to the
green circle?

· Consistent feel – The park touches three neighborhoods.  We must
figure out a way to come up with some consistent way to mesh the
three and make the park recognizable to everyone.

· Maintenance of the streams is beautification.
· Pedestrian access to the trails that are prominent entrances.  They

don’t really exist now, we would have to create them.  Some places
that make sense are:
· Behind the rec center (to the West of the center).  This also takes

care of the “eyes on the park” problem as people would have to be
entering through a neighborhood.

· Sterling and Holt
· Wildflowers along the trails.  Indigenous PA  plantings.
· Mt. Lebanon and Greentree have bird/flower sanctuaries.
· The building has potential for uses other than high end, expensive

things.  If it is deemed usable, if we simply clean it out, it can become
a flea market.  Farmer’s market.  Phase I , get in and clean it up.  It
has a huge stone fireplace that is gorgeous.  Ski lodge for cross
country skiing?
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Issue Board Comments (priority ranking)

Beautification
• Signage with Maps (2,2,3,1)
• Need for Lawn Area
• Organized Planting Areas
• Spring/Stream Management as  attraction
• Native Plantings
• Pumpkin Patch
• Wildflowers
• Consistent look & feel

Connectivity
• People don’t realize it’s a park (2, 3, 3, 3)
• Access Identity (1, 2)
• Connection #1 and #2 Areas  (3)
• 1/4 Mile radius what’s near and around neighborhoods
• Firehouse gives a sense of security
• Morange & Salisbury look out into the Park
• PHLF Western PA Conservancy - “South Side Greenspace”
• Partnerships with other agencies - who benefits?  Think regionally
• “Announce” publicness of park
• Holt & Sterling Green Space
• Visually Disconnected
• Arlington to S.S. Pedestrian
• Arlington Rec Center
• Signage at entry 1/2 hr.  walk

Development
• Major entries need activity (1,2,3,3)
• The only time feel safe is with other people (1,2)
• Income producing property (i.e., Housing) (2,3)
• Flea Market potential
• Potential Ski Resort - Boyce Report
• John Murdock Preservation Pittsburgh says it “must stay a park”

according to deed
• There aren’t any adjacent uses that active
• Housing along slope on 18th Street
• Rink possibly to be demolished
• Rink Restoration
• Parking Problem near Football Field

Maintenance
• Clean up entire area (1,1,1,1,2)
• Community Involvement for maintenance (3)
• Not safe at night (1)
• Garbage piles
• Burn out cars problem

• Community Service partners in park
• Lights along Sterling Street
• Lighting to invite use at night
• Not safe at all “Perception” more than “reality” (1,3)
• Place to drink
• Cycle noise a problem
• General services now but not perfect

Preservation
• Preserve green space that currently exists
• Quarry incline crashed in 1903 along Grady Street
• Old Incline (burned)
• Natural Springs invitation

Recreation
• All fields are used (2)
• Trails benefits (2)
• Deck hockey a real need they have a league
• Volleyball need
• Artifacts use workshops sculptural
• Holt and Sterling Greenspace
• Playground not used
• Skateboard park?
• Similar to Frick
• Motorcycles & ATVs use trails
• Mountain bikers potential use separate trails
• Walkers vs. Riders
• Bonfire Bongo Kids
• Dog walking huge - good cleanup
• Sabres are current user of football field
• Little league tournament @ Arlington Ballfield
• Frisbee need
• Football not correct size
• Deck hockey in disrepair
• Exercise walk

Priorities

1 - Clean up entire area
2 - Signage with maps
3 - Major entries need activity
4 - People don’t realize it’s a park.

Continue Page 43
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South Side Park Community Meeting Minutes – 11.13.03

Present:
Wayne R. Mosesso (Citiparks)
Roberta Stackawitz
Lou Polito (Citiparks)
Paul McCarthy
Ray (South Side Slopes)
Tom Smith
Signe and Donald Rudberg
Bev Bagosi
Kimberly Musial
Bob Gradeck
Michele Balcer
Mary Lou Simon
Jason Vrabel
Janice Creen

· Developments are going up all over the city, but we can’t maintain
what’s here already.  Isn’t this a waste of time?

· Safety – there are lots of safety issues.  There have been a couple
homicides in the “consider” area.

· Access to the riverfront bike trail would be great.   Lots of people are
coming across from 2nd avenue to the hot metal bridge.  This would
allow other people to find out about the fantastic views that the south
side has.

· This was a former blue collar area, although it is now a mixture of
professionals and blue collar.  This park would bring more people into
the area.

· Safety requirements:
· Lighting
· It’s overgrown – take down the vines and damaged trees
· Bonfires and cars are burned
· Motorcycle riding in the hills
· Bike lane – make a safe route for bikers to come to the park.
· Mountain biking is BIG:  Frick park is nationally known for its

mountain bike trails.
· It is currently a closed area.  The police can’t get in.  Open up

the trail and roadway.  Allow for police patrols.  Police on
bikes?

· Multigenerational use.  Bring people in that will take care of
things that they use.  Lots of people use Arlington ball field.
Focus on the kids, because people care about their kids.

· Have we found anything out about the condition of the ice rink?
Incorporate that info into the next step.

· Generate revenue.  Indoor driving range, etc.
· The rink probably needs major renovation.

· Recreation:
· Trails: They need to be taken care of, not only for mountain

bikes, but for hiking.
· Climbing wall?
· Perimeter trail for joggers or walkers, ~2 miles.
· Tiers?

· Perimeter residents are concerned about the maintenance of
privacy.  Limited public access on their lands is fine.  Trim
trees so that they can appreciate the views.

· Safety.  Bad trees need to be cleaned out.  Invasives need to
be cleaned out.

· Entranceways need to be more inviting.  Signage is important.
Encourage people to come.

· Designate entrances between park and residential areas.
· Perhaps have a rough map on the signs.  Show a hierarchy of

paths/walks/roads.
· There was a murder at the bonfire site.
· Recreation- fields:
· Football field is used by the South Side Sabers.  All of the

fields are used, but basically only for practice, not official play.
· Basketball courts would be nice.
· What they really need is a soccer/multipurpose field.
· Perhaps change Bandischaum field (behind pumphouse) to

soccer field.  There has been a significant drop off in usage of
that field.  It is also connected to parking for the pump house
(which is where they found one of the bodies).

· Dogs- Make this a dog friendly place.  Dog areas, or trail friendly.
· Ultimate Frisbee?
· Exercise stations?
· Bulleting boards at entrances?
· Clean/General maintenance.  Get rid of the garbage and cement

barricades.
· Incorporate history of the site.  It was an old quarry, hence “Quarry

Street”.
· Create a theme at the entrances that is recognizable in all

neighborhoods.
· Use naturalists/birders.  Have any ecological/archaeological

studies been done in the area?  It might make for a good project
for local organizations.  This might be a habitat for specific
species that would attract specific users.

· ADA Accessibility?
· Market to colleges and universities as an outdoor resource.
· Community gardens?
· Arboretum?
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· Bring in artists.  Art in the park.  Public art projects would be
great.

· Preservation:  Preserve what’s already there.  Springs as
features.

· Random seating.  Not necessarily prescribed (e.g., benches).
Provide seating throughout park, including on trails.

· Ray Mandiola.  Lives on slopes.  Has played in park since 4th
grade.  Doesn’t want to see ANY development in the green
area.  The charm of the place is the fact that it is a green
space in an urban environment.

· Blazing trails and marking changes – Don’t knock down trees.
It’s nice the way it is.  It’s not more than what it is.  To make it
more user friendly, you “might as well walk on a city street”.

· Lots of wildlife – some rare salamanders and reptiles.
· No lights at night.  Contrary to the charm of the place.
· The area adjacent to the rink (the concrete courts) was a

barren factory before the deck hockey.
· There are not enough kids to take advantage of Bandischaum

field.  Convert it to something more useful – soccer field.
· Is there a way to connect to Emerald Ring around Mount

Washington and to the river trail?
· Turn the ice rink into a venue.  Big open building to become

flea market, picnics, family reunions, etc.  Hold events there.
It’s something that’s needed on the South Side.

· Opposed to developments.  Schenley Park, e.g., more natural
portions are being “improved”.  “Better hiking trails” for
accessibility, but they’re taking away natural areas to put in
gazebos.  Don’t screw with the greenway.  Make whatever
changes fit the environment.  Make it user friendly without
taking away naturalistic nature.  No buildings or roadways.

· Some wilderness areas have no vehicles allowed.  These are
the best kept areas because it limits the people that access
the sites.  They tend to be the ones that care about them and
care for them.



M A S T E R  S I T E  P L A N         S o u t h  S i d e  P a r k         K l a v o n  D e s i g n  A s s o c i a t e s ,  I n c .   9 1 5  P e n n  A v e n u e ,  S u i t e  1 0 0 5 ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  P A   1 5 2 2 1 46

A p p e n d i x  A  -  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s

South Side Park Community Meeting Minutes – 11.13.03

Issue Board Comments (Importance rankings)

Development
· Accessible “ADA” areas
· Bike Trails
· Bulletin Boards
· Parking lot near fields
· Generate revenue- miniature golf, indoor golf
· Minimize demolition
· Needs advertisement of interiors
· NO development inside green area
· Get the study for the Ice Park
· Community gardens
· Arboretum
· Ice Rink “Infrastructure”

Maintenance
· Kids priority to bring people in
· Privacy for neighbors (1, 3)
· Multi-generations assist safety
· Open access, police on bikes
· Trees pruned.  Trim to see view.
· Police can’t get to it.
· Invasive Plans
· Motorcycles
· Safety/Homicides (1, 1, 2)
· Lighting
· Basic Cleanup (1, 1, 2)
· Overgrown (2)
· Clean up public space on periphery (garbage, concrete barriers, etc.)

Preservation
· Minimize lighting with “green” areas (3)
· Preservation of architectural details
· Archaeology or the story of area
· Charm is wilderness in urban area (1, 2, 2)
· Defined wilderness areas to limit “development” (1)
· Quarry “history”
· Animals

Beautification
· Public art – Southside Artists
· Naturalists/Birders attracted to Frick
· Entrance signage and lighting (2, 2)
· Better signage at entrances
· Quarry Street Stone structure as symbol of park?

Recreation
· Trails:  Bikes, hiking, Frick Park trail style (1, 1)
· Indoor driving range
· Mini-golf
· Bandishump field – change use
· Start with the kids – they will take care of the park
· Random seating – unformed
· Climbing wall (3)
· Get people to use it (3, 3, 3)
· Dog friendly
· Perimeter trail (3)
· Gazebo
· Fields – soccer, baseball, football (2)
· What are other people doing
· Exercise stations (health path)

Connectivity
· Collegiate connection
· Maps of Park on site (3, 3, 3)
· Link to South Side Riverfront Trail (2)
· Emerald Ring Connectivity (1)
· Bike Lane
· Access to bike trails (2)

PRIORITIES:

· Safety/Homicides (1, 1, 2)
· Basic Cleanup (1, 1, 2)
· Trails:  Bikes, hiking, Frick Park trail style (1, 1)
· Charm is wilderness in urban area (1, 2, 2)
· Privacy for neighbors (1, 3)
· Defined wilderness areas to limit “development” (1)
· Emerald Ring Connectivity (1)
· Entrance signage and lighting (2, 2)
· Fields – soccer, baseball, football (2)
· Link to South Side Riverfront Trail (2)
· Access to bike trails (2)
· Overgrown (2)
· Get people to use it (3, 3, 3)
· Maps of Park on site (3, 3, 3)
· Minimize lighting with “green” areas (3)
· Climbing wall (3)
· Perimeter trail (3)

s e v e n
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South Side Park:  Arlington Community Meeting
12.23.04

Issue Board Comments

Beautification
• Security
• Ornamental Trees for a view
• Weed Trees
• VIEW
• Visibility
• Lighting for Safety
• Selective Clearing

Connectivity
• Connectivity for Elderly - paved
• Longer walking path
• Entranceways
• Central Location “Node”
• Links to all entrances

Development
• Lit Trails
• Security
• Observation from Sterling

Maintenance
• Restore/Protect views
• Remove predatory trees
• Plant natives
• Vines and Dead Trees
• Dog “dirt”
• Restrooms
• Grills
• Shelters
• Walking oval
• Reactivating rink
• Guards/security
• Obesrvation areas
• Parking
• Clean-up/Manicure/Maintain

Preservation
• Animals
• View
• Water/Creeks

• “Circle”
• Trees

Recreation
• Picnic tables
• Shelters
• Skate Park
• Grills
• Pavilions
• Roller skating
• Walking Circle
• Restrooms
• Parking and neighbors
• Bicycle racks
• Benches
• Observation Deck

A p p e n d i x  A  -  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s s e v e n
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Steering Committee Meeting (12.16.2003)

• Development along 18th Street was “interesting”.
• There is a lawn area around the pumping station.
• Add a view into the park from 21st street.
• There is a shelf behind the pumping station, with great views.
• Perhaps because this property was a watershed, it was

deemed undevelopable, and therefore made into a park.
• Add a section to the park at Holt and Sterling.
• Investigate water overflow at the football field to determine the

source.  Is it simply surface runoff or broken pipe, or sewage,
etc.?

• People use the Sterling Street steps for exercise.
• Is it possible to use the cliffs for mountain climbing?
• “People hanging out would be so cool.”
• Connect trail to Holt Street!
• 21st Street corridor boulevard concept is a great idea and could

be done pretty easily.
• Coke ovens – perhaps reveal their historic presence?
• Brick ovens are still existing in some form behind the ice rink.
• Start at concept 1 and work forward to 2 and 3.
• Sled riding is big.
• Tennis courts?  There are none in the South Side.
• There are several swimming pools already (Bathhouse,

Birmingham, Arlington).
• Amphitheater is great.  Movies, concerts, etc.
• Room in trees is spectacular.
• Emphasize the Sterling Street Stairs.  They have been left out of

the plans.
• Frank Toker’s Book on the South Side.
• 21st Street – Maybe there should be a focal point at the entrance

to the park.  The allee of trees is great, but perhaps there should
be a draw.

• Since it is a watershed, perhaps we should use a natural water
feature?

• They should hire a consultant for historical survey, watershed
research, stream daylighting.

• Deeding?
• Research private components of public parks (Tavern on the

Green, Dairy, etc.) that could be revenue generators.
• Think beyond what’s already there.
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Phase one:
• Clean
• Signage
• Access

Phase two:
• Buildings
• Fields
• Trails
• Water

Phase three:
• Development
• Natural Resources Study

· Colleges
· DCNR
· Field Institute
· Regional Asset Money

• Trail Races
• Guidelines for Housing to avoid “vultures”
• Housing could be revenue, but pushes the edge of the

park in tighter.
• Instead of three options, perhaps present short, long,

ultimate goals?
• Housing if it is organized well?  Perhaps it shouldn’t be

mentioned at all.  Allow for the possibility of housing but
don’t demand or deny.  Call it a DEVELOPABLE AREA.
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South Side Park: Second Community Meeting
1.28.2004

• The allee is a great element.
• More Parking
• Find a way to utilize the park.
• Access to park from Sterling is crucial
• Paths are shortcuts currently.
• Defined/definite entrance on Sterling.  You’d have to build/landscape an

entrance.
• SIgnage is important - obvious and accessible

Road
• Rather see stream come back.
• Don’t take the road beyond the current building.
• They like the steps
• Road would make it something other than a park
• Road activtes it, but is severe
• You want to get awayfrom cars in a park
• Keep the park as a park.
• Road cuts into the nice grassy area
• Passive and active - keep development in the active/programmed area.

Amphitheater
• Amphitheater is good: introduction ofmusic, etc.
• Bosque is good.
• 18th Street - Decorative feature.
• Plateau - make that into a greenspace

Trails
• Elevated trails
• Clean up the trails.  Mulch them.
• Map the trails at the entry points.  Then people will know how to use the

park.
• Plan exercise routes with the times that it takes to do them.
• Precedents for access through the community.

Hockey Rink
• URA - check with them about the skating rink.  They loaned money to the

current owner at time of purchase by city.
• What about a farmer’s market?  Currently at 18th St and Carson.
• What about a Kayak and Canoe rental facility in hockey buildling?
• Expose the rink.  Make it an outdoor rink.  When it went indoors, it lost

its charm.

Manage the water better.

A p p e n d i x  A  -  M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s
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